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The 2040 climate target: ambition

• Following the departure of Frans Timmermans, Commissioner Šefčovič was 
elevated to executive vice president in charge of the European Green Deal 
and Wopke Hoekstra was nominated to become the incoming climate action 
commissioner

• Following their hearings in the European Parliament’s Environment 
Committee, MEPs asked them additional questions in writing

• Both Commissioners-designate committed to “defend a minimum target of 
at least 90% net reduction by 2040”. This is in line with the 
recommendation of the European Scientific Advisory Board for Climate 
Change
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The 2040 climate target: the Scientific Board’s recommendation 
(1/2)
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The 2040 climate target: the Scientific Board’s recommendation 
(2/2)
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Responses to the EC consultation on the 2040 climate target

Source: The European Commission, 2023. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13793-EU-climate-target-for-2040/public-consultation_en
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Scenarios for the 2040 target
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The 2040 climate target and the future of the ETS

Source: Pahle et al.,  2023.
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The 2040 climate target: policy timeline

The Climate Law also requires the European Commission to propose a 2040 

climate target in 2024

• 27 October 2023: The European Climate Stocktake – EU and global 

progress towards the goals of the Paris Agreement

• By end May (planned for Q1) 2024: The 2040 target should be proposed 

within six months of the first global stocktake carried out under the Paris 

Agreement, which will take place in Dubai at COP28 in December this year
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